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The Book of Acts 
Unleashing of the Gospel  

(Chapters 21-24) 

A. Paul in Caesarea (21:1-14) 

1. Paul at Caesarea with Phi l ip  the Evangel ist  (21:1 -14) 

2.  A prophet speaks –  

3.  Stop, do not go to Jerusalem  

 

B. Paul travels to Jerusalem (21:15-23:22)  

1. Welcomed by Brethren in Jerusalem (21:15-26)  

2. Arrested by the Jews (21:27 -40)  

3. Paul 's Defense (22:1 -21)  

4. The Response of  the People (22:22 -29)  

5. Paul Before the Sanhedrin (23:1 -10)  

6. The Plot Against  Paul (23:11 -22) 

C. Paul in Caesarea (23:23-26:32)  

1. Paul Escorted to Caesarea (23:23 -35)  

2. Paul Before Fel ix (24:1 -21)  

3. Paul lef t  Imprisoned (24:22-27) 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Do you think Paul was right or wrong in going to Jerusalem the last time? Why? 

2. What were Paul’s enemies saying about him? 

3. How did God use Paul’s Roman citizenship status in his arrest? 

4. Today, we have freedom in this country, but what about tomorrow? 

5.  What risks are you willing to take for the gospel? Will you take risks or play it safe? 

6. What was Paul’s attitude during his trial? 

7. Why did he bring up the resurrection in his defense?  

8. The Lord urged Paul to have courage (23:11). Why? 

9. If procrastination most often has negative results, why do people still put off things? 

10. Why do you think Felix and Drusilla ignored Paul’s warning? 

“Why are  you weeping  and breaking  my heart?  I  am ready  not  only  to  be  bound but  a l so  
to  d ie  in  Jerusalem for  the  name of  the  Lord Jesus .”  (Ac ts  21 :13)  
 

Paul ' s  interac t ion with  what  he  perc eives  as  danger  and possib le  death reminds me of  
how Jesus  acted wi th His  f inal  t r ip  to  Jerusalem.   Both He and His  di sc ip les  knew what  
lay  ahead for  Him .  His  d i sc ip les  pleaded with  Him not  to  go ,  yet  He was  determined to  
go where  His  Father 's  wi l l  led  Him (Matthew 16:21 -23) .  
 

I  of ten wonder  how I  would handle  a  s imi lar  s i tuat ion  after  l iv ing  in  suc h freedom in  the  
West .   Both Jesus  and Paul  had more love for  God's  wi l l  be ing  done than c onc ern for  
thei r  personal  safety,  c omfort ,  or  l i ves  on thi s  earth.  
 

I  sometimes  hear  ‘watc h,  watc h’  when I  f ind mysel f  at tac hed to  my  c omfort ,  my  things ,  
and my  l i fe .   Jesus  and Paul  seemed to  have an eternal  perspect ive  that  al lowed them to 
look  beyond thei r  deaths  to  eternity.   They  both seemed to  be  detac hed f rom earthly  
p leasures .   They  both seemed to  be  detached f rom earthly  possess ions .   
 

Jesus  onc e sa id :  I t  i s  eas ier  for  a  c amel  to  go through the eye of  a  needle  than for  a  r ic h  
man to  enter  the  k ingdom of  God.  (Mark  10 :25 )  
 

I  of ten wonder  what  a  great  d isadvantage i t  i s  for  those  born into the  r ic hest  
c ountry.   This  c an,  at  t imes ,  c ause  them to have di s torted pr ior i t ies .  
 

‘Lord, make us a people, a church that has your priorities,  who 
understand your economy, and who are able to detach ourselves from 

the pleasures of this earth whenever they threaten to become more 
important than you, your wil l ,  and your Glory ’  Amen  

 


